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Welcome to Our October Update!

City Hall Protest
SHAC joined a number of tenant groups and housing activists to coordinate a
response to the Greater London Assembly’s investigation into housing associations.
A committee led by Sian Berry and Tom Copley has been reviewing the activities of
housing associations which receive millions of pounds of funding from the Authority,
so SHAC and the Unite Housing Workers Branch took the opportunity to
submit questions.
We held a joint protest outside City Hall on the day of the meeting, and some
members went in to observe. Sian Berry shared our anger at the increasingly remote,
unaccountable, and arrogant executives, promising to work with us to change these
trends. She was unimpressed at the responses of HA bosses.who said that tenants
and residents were incapable of understanding fire safety assessments - a statement
the Committee was not prepared to accept! For a full report, see here.
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A group of activists are planning a further protest outside City Hall demanding 'No
demolition without permission', see details here.

Irish Embassy Protest

In September, SHAC protested outside the Irish Embassy in London over the use of
legislation to evict housing activists occupying properties that have been standing
empty in Dublin, while people in need of homes sleep on the city streets.
Niall Mulholland, Chair of SHAC, read out the letter handed to the Irish Embassy
saying "The occupation of apartments on Summerhill Parade, Dublin, owned by slum
landlords, Pat, and PJ O’Donnell, started on 7 August - the same week as photos
appeared on Irish media of six young homeless children being forced to sleep in a
Garda station in Tallaght.".
The protest was filmed, and the video was sent with a solidarity message to the
group. For a full report see here.

Fuel Poverty Action Protest

Most recently, we joined a protest organised by the Fuel Poverty Action Group.
Protesters were angered by the ongoing failure of government to help those who
have had cladding stripped away from buildings in the wake of Grenfell, leaving them
cold and damp, and are getting no additional help with higher fuel bills or remedial
building work. We made the point that as well as failing those who have had cladding
removed, all tenants and residents remain at risk because the law does not provide
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Will Your Landlord Share Their Fire Safety Assessment?
We have a new resource on our website to help tenants and residents request their
building's fire safety assessment. The draft letter cites the landlord's legal duties as
far as these exist. We would love to hear whether you have put in a fire safety
assessment request to your landlord, and whether they shared it. We can commend
those who do and condem those who don't! Download a copy of the template here.

The Alternative Housing Awards
Our awards ceremony is coming soon outside the glitzy Social Housing Annual
Conference:

The Alternative Housing Awards
4.30pm - 7pm
Wednesday 5th December 2018
etc venues, 155 Bishopsgate, London, EC2M 3YD

Closest station and tube: Liverpool Street
And there is still time to nominate your chosen housing association! Please use our
anonymous online survey here.

Website www.shaction.org - Facebook www.facebook.com/groups/1451581493425
78/ - Twitter SHAC@HAWRNet - Online Signup Form - Email:
shac.action@gmail.com
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